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at the Ninth Summit of the Americas in 
June 2022, which has strengthened efforts to 
advance marine conservation in South Amer-
ica; and 

Whereas Chileans in the United States 
have enriched and added to the way of life of 
the United States and become an integral 
part of the cultural history of the United 
States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commemorates the 200th anniversary of 

the establishment of the official relationship 
between the United States of America and 
the Republic of Chile; 

(2) recognizes the historical partnership be-
tween the United States and Chile, and reaf-
firms long-lasting collaboration with Chile 
to address mutual challenges and enhance 
the prosperity and security of the people of 
the United States and Chile; 

(3) reaffirms bilateral cooperation between 
the United States and Chile to promote the 
advancement of science and technology and 
environmental sustainability; 

(4) expresses support for the shared prin-
ciples of democratic governance, human 
rights, and rule of law underpinning the rela-
tionship between the United States and 
Chile; and 

(5) celebrates the contributions that Chil-
eans and Chilean Americans have made in 
the United States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 141—SUP-
PORTING ASEAN CENTRALITY IN 
THE INDO-PACIFIC REGION 

Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 141 

Whereas, with more than 686,000,000 people, 
the ten members of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) collec-
tively boast the third largest population in 
the world and a gross domestic product of 
$3,300,000,000,000, and serves to promote eco-
nomic growth and regional stability among 
its members, as well as a rules-based inter-
national order; 

Whereas ASEAN is situated in a critical 
geographic position, straddling the sea lanes 
between the Indian Ocean to the west and 
the Pacific Ocean to the east; 

Whereas, at the 10th annual U.S.-ASEAN 
Summit in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Presi-
dent Joseph R. Biden, Jr. and the ASEAN 
leaders elevated United States-ASEAN rela-
tions to a Comprehensive Strategic Partner-
ship; 

Whereas, under this framework, there has 
been an unprecedented expansion in United 
States-ASEAN relations, including the 
launch of five new high-level dialogues on 
health, transportation, gender equality and 
women’s empowerment, environment and 
climate, and energy, as well as elevated en-
gagement on foreign affairs, economics, and 
defense; 

Whereas, in October 2022, the Office of the 
Special Presidential Envoy for Climate 
joined a senior officials’ dialogue on the en-
vironment and climate with ASEAN, during 
which the two sides decided to establish a co-
operation work plan and to hold a special 
U.S.-ASEAN Ministerial Dialogue on the En-
vironment and Climate in 2023; 

Whereas President Biden has reaffirmed 
the strong support of the United States for 
ASEAN centrality and the ASEAN Outlook 
on the Indo-Pacific, building on the historic 
success of the first-ever U.S.-ASEAN Special 
Summit in Washington, D.C. in May 2022; 

Whereas the United States is committed to 
supporting the implementation of the 

ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific’s Mari-
time Pillar, and the United States Govern-
ment has announced $60,000,000 in new re-
gional maritime initiatives; 

Whereas, in 2022, the United States pro-
vided over $860,000,000 in assistance through 
the Department of State and the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID) to ASEAN partners to support 
the environment, access to education, 
strengthened health systems, security mod-
ernization efforts, rule of law, and human 
rights; 

Whereas the Department of Agriculture 
and the United States International Develop-
ment Finance Corporation plan to invest 
$57,000,000 in new programs across Southeast 
Asia to promote food security and ensure ac-
cess to safe water, including a new ‘‘Food for 
School Feeding’’ program; 

Whereas the United States supports the 
ASEAN Center for Pandemic Health Emer-
gencies and Emerging Diseases (ACPHEED), 
including through USAID assistance and 
through the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention; 

Whereas the United States International 
Development Finance Corporation will in-
vest $215,000,000 in loans to Southeast Asian 
financial institutions, in order to help low- 
income women access capital and contribute 
to economic growth; 

Whereas the Mekong-U.S. Partnership, es-
tablished in 2020 to expand upon the Lower 
Mekong Initiative, promotes sustainable 
long-term economic development throughout 
mainland Southeast Asia and fosters re-
gional cooperation, integration, and capac-
ity building; 

Whereas the strength of U.S.-ASEAN rela-
tions is anchored in the friendship shared by 
our combined 1,000,000,000 people, and each 
year the United States provides more than 
$70,000,000 to support educational and cul-
tural exchanges that foster greater under-
standing; 

Whereas more than 650 students, teachers, 
and scholars participate in Fulbright ex-
changes between the United States and 
ASEAN, and participants from all 10 ASEAN 
member states take part in the program; 

Whereas 2023 marks the 10th anniversary of 
the Young Southeast Asian Leaders Initia-
tive (YSEALI), which offers exchanges, re-
gional workshops, small grant funding, and 
other programs to develop ties between the 
United States and ASEAN; 

Whereas, at the September 2020 ASEAN- 
U.S. Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, the United 
States announced the new YSEALI Academy 
at Fulbright University in Vietnam to ex-
pand YSEALI’s people-to-people engagement 
between the United States and ASEAN; 

Whereas seven ASEAN member states link 
to 23 States and the District of Columbia 
through 81 sister city, nine sister state, and 
20 sister county connections; and 

Whereas the Peace Corps has programs in 
five ASEAN member states (Cambodia, Indo-
nesia, Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam), 
including the inaugural program in Vietnam 
launched in 2022 with 10 Peace Corps Train-
ees to promote English language learning 
and literacy in Vietnam’s secondary schools: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) promotes deepening cooperation with 

ASEAN member states and the ASEAN Sec-
retariat under our Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership to promote peace, security, and 
stability in the Indo-Pacific region; 

(2) reaffirms the importance of ASEAN 
centrality, the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo- 
Pacific, and ASEAN-led mechanisms in the 
institutional architecture of the Indo-Pacific 
region; 

(3) commemorates the 10th anniversary of 
YSEALI on December 3, 2023, and supports 
its expanding programs; 

(4) commends the work and mission of the 
Peace Corps in the region, including the his-
toric arrival of the first Peace Corps Volun-
teers to Vietnam, at the invitation of the 
Government of Vietnam; 

(5) celebrates the 10th anniversary of our 
comprehensive partnership with Vietnam 
and supports elevating our relationship to a 
strategic partnership; 

(6) congratulates Indonesia for its success-
ful leadership as Chair of the G20 and United 
States-ASEAN country coordinator in 2022, 
and extends United States support and best 
wishes as it assumes the ASEAN Chairman-
ship in 2023, under the theme ‘‘ASEAN Mat-
ters: Epicentrum of Growth’’; 

(7) applauds the steadfast U.S.-Indonesia 
Strategic Partnership, Indonesia’s leadership 
on the issue of women and girls’ education in 
Afghanistan, and Indonesia’s dedication to 
renewable energy and a transition away from 
fossil fuels, as committed to in the Just En-
ergy Transition Partnership agreement; 

(8) reaffirms the importance of the 
Mekong-U.S. Partnership and the value of 
transboundary cooperation across the 
Mekong sub-region, and supports a whole-of- 
government approach in providing coordi-
nated assistance, including programmatic 
support from USAID and the Department of 
State; 

(9) encourages ASEAN, including through 
the ASEAN Chair and Office of the Special 
Envoy, to play an active role beyond the 
Five Point Consensus to bring about an end 
to all forms of violence in Burma, the release 
of all those arbitrarily detained, and 
unhindered humanitarian access throughout 
the country; and 

(10) supports the people of Burma in their 
quest for democracy, sustainable peace, and 
genuine ethnic and religious reconciliation. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 142—EX-
PRESSING CONCERN ABOUT EN-
VIRONMENTAL CRIMES AND AT-
TACKS ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND LAND 
DEFENDERS IN LATIN AMERICA 
AND THE CARIBBEAN 
Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 

KAINE, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. 
PADILLA, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. MARKEY, 
and Mr. MURPHY) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions: 

S. RES. 142 

Whereas rising instances of environmental 
crimes, land grabbing, unregulated and ille-
gal natural resource destruction and extrac-
tion, and irresponsible infrastructure devel-
opment threaten biodiversity and rural and 
Indigenous community livelihoods in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, which is home 
to 40 percent of the world’s species and more 
than 24 percent of the Earth’s forests; 

Whereas harassment, threats, assaults, and 
killings against environmental and land de-
fenders protesting such crimes and develop-
ment have increased throughout the region 
since 2018; 

Whereas, according to Global Witness, 
Latin America is the deadliest region in the 
world for environmental and land defenders, 
with nearly 75 percent of the 200 known at-
tacks against such defenders during 2021 tak-
ing place in the region, including— 

(1) in Mexico, where 54 environmental and 
land defenders were murdered in 2021, rep-
resenting the highest number of such mur-
ders in any country that year; 
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